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1 . Introduction
This international symposium 2014 serves as the kick-off for the Center for Social Well-being
Studies, Forming a Social Well-being Research Consortium in Asia (2014 to 2018, lead
researcher: Hiroo Harada), a research project that is a continuation of the Center for Social
Capital Studies, Exploring Social Capital towards Sustainable Development in East Asia (2009
to 2013, lead researcher: Hiroo Harada). These research projects have both been established
within the Institute for the Development of Social Intelligence, Senshu University (University
President serving as Director) as projects under the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT)-Supported Program for the Strategic Research Foundation at
Private Universities (adoption in 2009 and 2014, respectively).
Accordingly, this symposium aims to both consider the research results of the previous
research project while indicating the direction for the new research project.
2 . Basic hypothesis
First of all, the issue being raised is whether or not there is some correlation between economic
growth or urbanization and the establishment of civil society or democratic politics. For example,
Putnam (1993), who greatly contributed to the spread and establishment of social capital theory,
separated two types of social capital (SC), bonding and bridging, as the concept of looking at
the effects and impacts on the ties between people. The uneven spread of the state government
system that was introduced in Italy in the 1970s was analyzed, and it was concluded that the
disparities in the level of acceptance of this political and social system was caused due to the
difference between Northern Italy, which was rich in bridging SC due to its history and tradition
of city states, and Southern Italy, where there were remnants of bonding SC due to the negative
legacy of the feudal system. In other words, SC can be viewed as being connected with the
maturity of civil society, as well as the degree of economic development. Regarding communities
in America that were rich in citizens’ sense of participation and SC since the foundation of the
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nation, Putnam (2000) also observed how these qualities became diluted entering the second
half of the 20th century, as participation in religious activities and bowling games that had been
the center of and symbolic of community activities decreased and people became more involved
in their own private interests. Considering the two cases above raises the question of whether
the correlation between economic development and SC is positive or negative.
There is also the fundamental question of how people assess the economic prosperity. In
accordance with welfare economics that became established in the mid-20th century, as a result
of conclusions reached by deliberately excluding issues involving value judgments and
awareness, the stoic position was adopted of using the utility function or welfare function that
serve as elements composing economic value to judge economic conditions and the effects of
policy. This brought about the intellectual retreat of assessing even people’s awareness of social
conditions from only the perspective of economic goods. However, there have long been doubts
as to whether economic prosperity has brought happiness to people.
Of course, even without going back to the idea of impermanence full of pessimism of
Kamo no Chomei’s Hojoki (An Account of My Hut, 1212) or Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina (1875~77),
happiness and satisfaction mean different things to different people, and they cannot be uni-
formly defined. However, economic growth cannot solely be pursued in vain on the basis of the
likelihood that economic development will lead to the satisfaction and happiness of most people.
If this is done, it will not likely be possible to escape the criticism that social contradic-
tions are being kept concealed while economic growth is being pursued. Nonetheless, this does
not mean that the comparison or trade-off in Easterlin’s (1974) paradox (“High incomes do cor-
relate with happiness, but long term, increased income doesn’t correlate with increased happi-
ness”) can be interpreted as is to say that the poor are full of happiness and the wealthy are full
of anxiety and dissatisfaction,, and that accordingly it is acceptable for society to remain poor.
In fact, it is necessary to sincerely consider the conclusion of the Stiglitz Commission Report
(2010) that was conducted under the administration of the former French President Sarkozy,
namely that there is no direct relation between economic prosperity and people’s satisfaction
and well-being, and to seriously examine the positive and negative correlations between these
two elements. 1
3 . The definition of social well-being
We currently envision social well-being (SW) as shown in Figure 1. In summary, it can be
viewed as covering the three fields (elements) of economy and business, social risk management,
and SC. Here, in economy and business, pursuing the desire for the stabilization of one’s living
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1  Following Easterlin’s (1974) argument on the gaps and disparities between economic prosperity and happi-
ness, there have also been arguments by researchers including Frey and Stutzer (2002), Kahneman and Kruger
(2006), Frey (2008), Akerlof and Kranton (2010), Skidelsky and Skidelsky (2012), and Harada (2014) based
on this perspective.
foundations in a capitalist economy is a manifestation of people’s true instincts in a market
economy, and it cannot be denied that as a result you can’t expect people without a secure
livelihood to have peace of mind. Social risk management consists of various social systems,
organizations, and mechanisms that make capitalist economies and democracies function in a
stable and social manner, which include systems that have been consciously introduced and
established as well as undocumented practices that have been carried on as customs. Lastly, SC
expresses the relationships between people, which can consist of taking pride in the strength of
relationships at various levels such as families and relatives, local communities, and companies
and public organizations (bonding SC), and can also go beyond these relationships. The latter
form of SC suggests the possibility of extensive deployment (bridging SC) similar to neuronal
networks.
Figure 1. Image of our Definition
Entering the 21st century, the OECD has gone beyond developing and accumulating
standard economic indicators for member countries to create various social indicators. For
example, the OECD’s (2011) Better Life Index is composed of eleven items. 2 Each of these
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2  The eleven items are health status, work-life balance, education and skills, social connections, civic
engagement and governance, environmental quality, personal security, subjective well-being, income and wealth,
jobs and earnings, and housing. 
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items involves the personal lives of people. Accordingly, well-being is also limited to subjective
elements. So that well-being would be not only a personal, subjective element, but also have
social implications, the OECD (2011) has included well-being as an element of the four types
of capital when considering sustainability over time.3 This means that well-being includes social
aspects in this area. Because this paper and this research project interprets well-being in this
manner (in terms of social implications), the name Social Well-being Research has been adopted.
We will now consider possibilities concerning SC/SW and economic development. As
displayed in Figure 2, in theory there are three possible relationships between SC or SW and
economic development and prosperity. The first possibility is that SC or SW increases with
economic prosperity. The second possibility is that SC or SW actually decreases with economic
prosperity. The third possibility is that SC or SW and economic prosperity are unrelated. While
there are three possibilities in theory, in reality most economic policies are planned,
implemented, and assessed based on the first possibility. In other words, even though the second
possibility could be true in theory, there is actually no possibility of policy being considered
assuming the second possibility. On the other hand, even if the third possibility is not assumed
in advance when considering policy, this result is often acknowledged during assessment. This
aspect is common in sentimental expressions made by parties such as the literati and the media
(such as in cases of people and families that did not lose hope despite being poor). A further
possibility is that SC or SW is fixed at a certain level (perpendicular), regardless of economic
conditions. However, this case means that SC and SW are defined by elements other than
economic aspects, and this goes beyond the scope of our inquiry. Accordingly, we will exclude
this from the scope of our study for the time being.
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3  The four types of capital are natural capital, human capital, economic capital, and social capital.
Figure 2. Hypotheses/Possibilities between Social Capital/Well-being and Economic Develop-
ment
In addition, in terms of how the relationship between SC and SW should be understood,
our basic stances are that SC is a type of basic condition, in other words an intermediate stage.
On the other hand, SW can be viewed as a final target, as an ideal condition that society as a
whole should pursue. However, neither SC nor SW is something that can be simply and clearly
defined, and formulating a quantitative definition is difficult. Accordingly, they must be defined
rather ambiguously and vaguely at the current stage, and a qualitative definition composed of
qualitative elements must be formulated. Regardless of this proviso, the relationship between
SC and SW can be roughly expressed in Figure 3.
If it is assumed that SC is an interim target and SW is the final target, the desired
relationship between the two would be one in which they increase together in an upward-sloping
curve (H1). In this case, both SC and SW are in a positive connected relationship, and there are
no contradictions between the two. Meanwhile, in the downward-sloping curve case (H2), the
interim target SC has to be sacrificed in order to increase the final target SW, and this means
that a decision must be made to break off the relationship between the two or accept this
sacrifice. The two problematic cases are the horizontal case (H3) and perpendicular case (H4).
In the horizontal case (H3), a condition other than SC is effective for increasing SW. The main
point is that while this may be an economic condition, in any case it is a substantial element
other than SC. In the perpendicular case (H4), SW stays at a constant level even if SC is
increased, meaning that SC is not effective for increasing the final target SW. In this case as
well, an element or method other than the interim target SC is required for increasing the final
target SW.
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Figure 3. Hypotheses/Possibilities between Social Capital and Social Well-being
In any case, the various cases displayed in Figure 2 and Figure 3 are only theoretic
possibilities, and the purpose of this paper and this research project is to explore which holds
true in various countries and regions, and how these cases change.
4 . Working hypothesis
Firstly, the Center for Social Capital Studies implemented the Social Awareness Questionnaire
Survey in eight countries and regions in East Asia4. An overview of the survey is displayed in
Table 1, while a map of the regions surveyed is displayed in Figure 4. The aim of this survey
was mainly to explore (1) how SC is related to people’s social awareness, and (2) how its
structure is related to economic development. To this end, the question of “Do you trust people
in general?” was asked as a representative indicator for SC. Because it was not possible to assess
time-series data for the economic development of each country and region due to the limitations
of our survey period, we decided to assess cross section data from around 2010 when the survey
was conducted, and a comparison of urban areas versus rural areas was used as a representative
indicator.
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4  The eight countries and regions covered by the survey were Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, South
Korea, China (Fujian), Taiwan, and Japan (Kawasaki).
Table 1. Outline of Surveys by Districts
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Figure 4
The results are in Figure 5 and Figure 6. Figure 5 displays the correlation between trust
and per capita GRP.5 Figure 6 displays the correlation between trust and mean/medium income.
In each case, while there was much variation in trust levels in countries and regions with low
economic and income levels, trust levels tend to converge in the medium range as economic
and income levels increase. One possible interpretation of these results is that there are unique
circumstances that have an effect in countries and regions with low economic and income levels.
A representative case of this is Cambodia, which underwent a serious civil war from the 1960s
to the 1970s. While it is unclear if this is the underlying cause, trust levels in Cambodia were
remarkably low. However, the working hypothesis of comparing urban areas and rural areas as
a representative indicator of economic development cannot be considered as having been
sufficiently verified. The reason for this is that it is unclear whether the sample regions we
selected for the survey scope are appropriate as representative indicators of urban areas and
5  While we have used the standard gross domestic production (GDP) and gross regional production (GRP) as
benchmarks for the economic conditions of each country and region, it has been pointed out that these standards
have considerable distortions, such as being unable to assess a considerable amount of economic activities.
(Schneider and Williams [2013])
Source: Wikipedia and google map
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rural areas. For the time being, we would like to leave this as an issue for future surveys.
Figure 5. Scatter Diagram “Trust vs per capita GRP”
Figure 6. Scatter Diagram “Trust vs Mean/Medium Income”
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Secondly, the Center for Social Capital Studies implemented a Social Awareness
Questionnaire Survey mainly concerning disaster prevention awareness and activities among
residents of Kawasaki City. The questionnaire survey covered two types of targets. One was a
web survey that covered all citizens in Kawasaki City (called the web survey). The other was a
survey that was distributed and collected through the Liaison Council of Independent Disaster
Prevention Organizations in Kawasaki by residents’ associations in Kawasaki City (called the
post survey). Both surveys were implemented from the end of 2012 to spring 2013 with the
cooperation of Kawasaki City, particularly for the latter survey.6 While the web survey naturally
covered data that was representative of Kawasaki residents due to the data selection method,
the post survey had the characteristics of covering people that were enthusiastically involved
with disaster-prevention activities on a daily basis and high numbers of long-term residents and
elderly people.
The results are displayed in Figure 7. Looking at the averages for trust and life satisfaction,
while trust was 3.2 and life satisfaction was 3.72 among the web survey respondents, trust was
3.5 and life satisfaction was 3.96 among the post survey respondents. In summary, both values
were lower among web survey respondents. This indicates that both SC and SW were high
among long-term residents and elderly people. In addition, in the web survey trust was 3.1 and
life satisfaction was 3.7 among respondents that answered “Unknown” as to whether they were
a member of a disaster prevention organization, web survey trust was 3.0 and life satisfaction
was 3.6 among respondents that answered “Non-membership” to the same question. This
category of people was the largest group among web survey respondents, accounting for 30%
to 40%. In summary, it is clear that both SC and SW are low among people with few years of
residence, few relationships with people in the community, and little neighborhood awareness.
6  The Kawasaki web survey was conducted on 1,000 samples in December 2012, while the post survey was
conducted on 1,949 samples in May 2013.
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Figure7. Scatter Diagram “Trust vs Life-satisfaction” in Kawasaki Citizen
5 . Tentative conclusions and implications
In this manner, the following can be tentatively inferred from the two types of Social Awareness
Questionnaire Survey implemented by the Center for Social Capital Studies.
(1) The general trust or life-satisfaction does not relate to economic condition.  Wealthier the
economic situation of countries/areas, the values of trust or satisfaction reach at middle level.
Poorer the economic situation of countries/areas, their values differ.
(2) The citizen’s general trust and life-satisfaction of each area are correlated.   Especially the
people, who do not know their belonging to any independent disaster prevention organization,
have the low value of trust and satisfaction in Japan.
(3) If policy goal is to promote people’s satisfaction, governments should adopt and pursue the
policies for younger generation’s jobs fixed and settled somewhere towards stable society.
While these conclusions are still tentative, they are very interesting from the perspective
of planning and formulating actual policy, and very suggestive in terms of exploring the direction
for future research. We plan to continue exploring these issues at the Senshu University Center
for Social Well-being Studies that was started from 2014.
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